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TCH News Autumn 1
Welcome to all our new students and their families
We are now starting our 3rd week of the Autumn term. It’s been a real joy for us to welcome our new
students into the fold of The Connected Hub. This year has been very difficult for us all because of Covid19 and the staff have really missed working with students. We’re all now beginning to get to know each
other and students are beginning to feel at home in our school which is fantastic.

One of the things that students question often, is how things will be different from being in mainstream
school. The key difference of course, is that the team are highly skilled at supporting young people who
struggle with the size and restrictions of a mainstream setting. TCH staff are very experienced in supporting young people who have experienced trauma in their past. TCH is a small school and we can be
more flexible with the curriculum and allow students more freedom to ‘take 5 minutes’ when they’re
struggling. However, we also have high expectations of our students and we encourage them to be in
lessons and engage with their learning at all times. This is hard for students at the moment; they’ve been
out of school for a long time and some are finding it difficult to return to life with rules and expectations .
However, we are a community working together to ensure that our young people achieve their potential
and are ready, despite all the disruption that Covid had caused this year, to take GCSEs next summer. To
that end, we will be in touch with you as parents/carers often in the coming weeks, to discuss how well
your child is doing and, to discuss any issues as they arise. As ever, we really appreciate you working in
partnership with us and we welcome your support.

A Different Kind of Learning (ADKOL)
Our ADKOL sessions start this week. One half of our cohort will have their first session on Tuesday 22nd
and the second half of our cohort will start their ADKOL sessions on Tuesday 29th September. Each group
will then attend on alternate Tuesday afternoons. Your child has signed up to one of four ADKOL groups.
Two groups will be working towards achieving a John Muir award. One group will be creating wild spaces
(a herb garden and a sensory walk) in our outdoor space at The Connected Hub and another group will be
supporting a community based project to preserve and protect a local woodland space. A third group will
be participating in sporting activities and will be working towards achieving an ASDAN short course in
sport. The forth group is for girls only who will be working with Miss Represented who are a charitable
organization working with young women to create music and art as a way to express themselves. The girls
in this group will be working towards creating an exhibition as part of the Brighton Festival in May. Unlike
the other groups, the Miss Represented girls group will take place every Tuesday afternoon.

Access to additional support from outside
agencies
Hopefully you will have received by email, a couple of consent forms which we need you to read, sign and
return to us as a matter of priority. We’re really lucky at The Hub, to be supported by a range of external
professionals (Hilary Smith—Educational Psychologist, Ellis English-Smith—Speech and Language Therapist, Mari-Anne Currion– Primary Mental Health Worker, Rosie Fitzpatrick—School Nurse plus a range of
other professionals who pop in from time to time. To enable some of these professionals to work with
our students, they need consent from parents/carers. We will always discuss with you, any plans for your
child to be supported or assessed by a member of our external support team before this happens. In the
meantime, we’d really appreciate you completing the consent forms and returning them to us, as soon as
possible. Thank You.
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For more information, visit our web page: http://chb.org.uk/welcome-the-connected-hub/

Google Classroom
We’ve been busy setting up our online learning platform—Google Classroom. By the end of this week,
your child will be issued with an email address and log-on information. They will then be able to access
work set by our teachers which needs to be completed during their Home Study sessions. Teachers will
be monitoring completion of work and providing guidance and feedback to students. If students are
consistently not completing home study tasks, teachers will be contacting you and chatting through with
you, what support you need to ensure that your child is able to access and complete the work set.
Should the Government announce a school closure as part of lockdown measures due to Covid-19, all
work will be set via this format for the duration of any school closure. It is therefore vital that both you
and your child know how to access lessons and tasks set in this way. If you need any help with this, do
please ask.

Covid-19 Safety Measures
We’re sure that it will not have escaped your attention in the media, that older teens do in fact contract
covid-19 and can become unwell as a result, though many have few symptoms, if any. However, in order
to keep our school community safe, we have a 55 page health and safety risk assessment in place and
staff are working hard to ensure the measures set out in this assessment are adhered to. Do ask if you
would like to look at this.
One of the key issues for students is mobile phones. I’m sure it’s no surprise to you as parents and carers,
that some our young people find it very difficult to give up their device! However, phones in particular
are super-spreaders as they’re covered in finger prints and go from hand to face—repeatedly. Therefore,
we continue to ask students to place their bags, coats and phones in a box in the classroom. The majority
of students are respecting this rule and carry out this request without issue. However, there are a few
students who are finding this more difficult. We do give them opportunities to make the right decision
but ultimately, we cannot risk the health and safety of staff and other students and must enforce this
rule. Therefore, any repeated non-compliance with this will result in students being asked to leave the
school site for the day and return home. You will be contacted. We ask that you support us by talking to
your child about this and explaining the reasons why this is so important. Thank you.

Parent/Carer Consultation Evening
Regrettably, this autumn we’re not able to invite you in to school to meet with staff to discuss your child’s
progress as we would do normally. Instead, we’ll be in touch in the next two weeks, to ask whether you
would like a phone call, to meet with a member of the team virtually (via TEAMS or Zoom) or whether
you would prefer to come into school to meet 1:1 (at a social distance) with one of our teachers.
If you have any worries or concerns at any time throughout the year and would like to speak to a member
of staff please do contact us; we’re here to help.

E-Scooters
A couple of our students have been riding their E-Scooters to school. Unfortunately, we have had to now
ban these from being brought onto the school site. The reason for this is because currently you can buy
one but as the owner, you can't ride it on a UK public road, cycle lane or pavement. Anyone who does is
committing an offence and can be stopped by the police and fined/given a penalty The only place an escooter can be used is on private land, with the permission of the landowner.
There is an exception to this rule is if they are hired through a share scheme. In order to hire an e-scooter,
you have to be at least 16 years of age and have a provisional driving licence.
As a school, we are not able to condone nor facilitate students in breaking the law and therefore, if students arrive at school on their scooter, we will contact you as parents/carers and ask that you come to
school to collect it. We ask that as parents/carers, you are mindful that it is illegal for your child to be
using E-Scooters as a mode of transport.

We hope that you remain safe and well as we all continue to cope with living with Covid-19.
If there’s anything that we as a school can do to support you, please just get in touch.
Note our new telephone number: 01273 916594
For more information, visit our web page: http://chb.org.uk/welcome-the-connected-hub/

